)W MISFORTUNE EDUCATED HIM  87
ed and went under; but by his defeat he paved
way to future triumph. He passed through experience possibly unique in the career of a a of letters, one which imparts the peculiar rour of business, money, and affairs to his >ks, and which fixed on him for all his days
impression of restless, passionate, thronging nanity which he pictures in his books. The rss between his early romantic novels and such ook as the " Peau de Chagrin " is immeasurable, I cannot be altogether accounted for by any ching, however valuable, or even by the strong uence which intercourse with Madame de Berny rcised. Something else definite must have tpened to him—some great opening out and •elopment, which caused a sudden appearance on
surface of hitherto latent, unworkable powers. s forcing-process took place at his first contact h the war of life ; and though he bore the scars ;he encounter as long as he lived, he grew by its ih, ferment, and disaster to his full stature. In a Maison du Chat-qui-pelote," " Illusions Peris," and " Cesar Birotteau " he gives different ,ses of this life, spent partly in the printer's office
partly in the streets, rushing anxiously from ie to place and from person to person, trying ily by interviews to avert the impending ruin, latters seemed, however, quite hopeless ; but m, towards the end of 1827, an opportunity urred of becoming possessed of a type-foundry,
partners,  perhaps   with   the   desperation   ofd afterwards with a partner named Barbier, whom he had noticed as/F/hrnno-prp. "omment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
